


		
ROOKLEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD WEDNESDAY, 3RD JULY 2024
AT 7.30 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL, HIGHWOOD LANE, ROOKLEY,
ISLE OF WIGHT PO38 3NN
	

PRESENT:	Chair Cllr E Wills
			Cllrs I Leah, T Caws, I Rigaudbarrett, A Watts, M Jones 	
			1 member of public for the latter part of the meeting	

Councillors welcomed Sally Woods, the new Parish Clerk/RFO to the Parish Council		
	

218/24	 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr Colin Willis, Ward Cllr S Ellis


219/24	  DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION:
     	  1. To receive any pecuniary or non-pecuniary interests: none reported
	  2. To receive and consider any written requests for dispensation: none received.


220/24	  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING:
              The minutes of the Annual meeting held on 29th May 2024 were approved and signed.


221/24   APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES:
1. IWALC - To elect a representative and deputy:  Cllr Rigaudbarrett nominated Cllr Leah, but said he was happy to continue as the representative. It was agreed Cllr Leah would attend the AGM on 25th July 2024 and go from there.


222/24	  TO RECEIVE REPORTS/INFORMATION FROM:	  
1. The Clerk: the Clerk’s report was noted, and it was agreed this would be attached to the Minutes, for information.
Litter Bin – the Chairman asked the Clerk to thank the Environment Officer for showing her the best way to tie the black sacks on. Cllr Leah agreed to secure the bin which was out of the ground. 									Action:  IL
Dog Bin – Clerk had written to Island Roads for confirmation the broken dog bin on Footpath 6 was not included in the PFI contract, in which case the PC would need to replace. She had also asked for separate quotes to install a new one and cost of same. Cllrs agreed this matter go on the September agenda.				Action:  Clerk
DIPS – checked with IWC Planning Office – this is due to go out for consultation again next week, they will keep the PC updated.
Recording of Meetings – Cllrs agreed meetings could be recorded, purely for an aide memoire for doing the Clerk doing the Minutes (PC would need a policy for filming and recording and a notice up at meetings – future agenda item) as long as the recording was deleted once the Minutes were agreed.					Action:  Clerk

2.  The Chairman:
Cllr Wills gave the Clerk Heartbeat information, to go on the September agenda, as well as a copy of Clerk and Councils Direct, for information.

She mentioned, and asked it to be Minuted, that The Old Tin Hut in Rookley had won a Conservation Award from the IW Society. She said WI and RVA meetings used to be held in this building:

Isle of Wight Society Conservation Award
The major Isle of Wight Society Conservation Award was presented for the work achieved at The Old Tin Hut, Rookley. Here, a derelict “Tin Tabernacle,” a Boulton and Paul “flat pack” chapel of 1882, has been carefully rebuilt incorporating the original designs. It now provides an excellent two bedroomed house with A rating energy efficiency, and having salvaged and reused as much as possible of the old materials.
Paul Smith memorial plaque:   A request had been made, at short notice, for a plaque to be placed on the Village Green for a memorial service for the late Paul Smith.  Cllrs discussed where would be the best place for this to be positioned permanently.  It was noted it had been taken away, for now.
It was noted the PC had previously agreed no more benches be added to the Green.
Proposal made the plaque go on the wall of the time capsule, known as the ‘Wishing Well’.  Cllrs agreed this would be the best position, as if the plaque was on the ground it could cause a tripping hazard and impede grass cutting. Clerk to inform resident, who made the request, and put on September for ratification, as it was not an agenda item for this meeting.		  Action:  Clerk
Skate Park Bins – emptying - asked this be a future agenda item.

3.  Parish Councillors:
Cllr Leah – had successfully obtained tree work reimbursement from Insurers.
Bridleway A37 – co-ordinating a walk with CycleWight and Cllrs regarding the upgrading of the Cycle path where the Bridleway joins up with it. Requires a survey, which the PC had agreed to pay £250 towards (Arreton PC given £100).  Provision to be made for inappropriate use sign. Farmer is in agreement with the changes. 
Village Green/Sign – he had previously mentioned this.  It was agreed the Village Green be a September meeting agenda item, to discuss this and the Green in general i.e. noticeboard.
Christmas tree also to be included – PC to decide whether to plant a new one or stick with existing, and have lights repositioned. 
Southern Water – confirmed he was still chasing for information regarding the Treatment Plant and smell from land adjacent.  He agreed to speak to local resident.  It was noted a public meeting had already been held with Southern Water.  Had written to Southern Water (the plant (which is 17 years old) had had to shut down and he had asked for dates of this) and explained the output is monitored 24 hours a day, to meet EA standards. He queried if the tank needed to be bigger, bearing in mind it was built for 25 – 30 houses and now has to cope with the 28 new properties at Highwood Grove. 

Cllr Watts – gave his apologies, would not be at the September meeting.

Cllr Caws – raised concerns over speeding in the village and said recently nearly involved in a head on crash. Discussion held, including on whether 30 mph sign should be moved, and Clerk asked to ask Police for a ‘Speedwatch’ sign and this be a future agenda item.  Action:  Clerk
Cllr Caws agreed to think about becoming a Speedwatch volunteer.

4.  IWC Ward Councillor S Ellis:  not present.


 223/24   TO DISCUSS THE GREENING CAMPAIGN AND WHETHER THE PARISH 
	   COUNCIL SHOULD TAKE THIS FORWARD:
Information email had been circulated to Cllrs.
Cllr Leah felt this was a way of helping to build the community – there is a toolkit to communicate and mobilise people to get them involved in the Greening Campaign. The group were willing to come and put on a presentation for groups of 4 plus and said timing was of the essence.
Cllrs agreed to think about it.


224/24	   DARK SKIES – To note email from Arreton Parish Council, with attached letter,
	   suggesting Rookley PC send a letter out to businesses in Rookley Parish?
Email and letter circulated to Cllrs.
Agreed the Chairman drive round the village, country park and business park and see if any lights left on and will do a report.								Action: EW
Cllr Watts commented he had recently taken a clear picture of the Northern Lights, so did not feel there was much light pollution in the village. 


225/24	   ADMIN:   
1.  To agree which emails the Clerk should circulate to Cllrs.
Cllrs agreed for the Clerk to use her discretion on what she feels appropriate.

2.  To finalise Councillors contact details list and agree which should
  go on the website.
The Cllrs who had not already contacted the Clerk, confirmed their preferences. The Clerk will circulate these and put on the website/in future newsletters.			Action:  Clerk
	

226/24	  FINANCES :
  1. To agree the Clerk be added to the Lloyds Bank Mandate and confirm which Parish Councillors are also on/need to be on this.
Resolved the Clerk be added to the Mandate. Cllrs Wills, RigaudBarrett and Willis already on.												Action:  Clerk

              2. To consider having a RoSPA annual safety check on the Skate Park, Swings and 
      Basketball hoop at a cost of £78 plus VAT by Play Safety.  
Resolved Clerk arrange. (It was noted the goal is owned by RVA).			Action:  Clerk

3. To approve payments and note receipts.
List of payments circulated to Cllrs. Resolved these be paid.
JULY ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT						    £  
BACs		Sally Woods		June Salary £742.95 + Invoice £166.49	909.44	
BACs		E Read			Two cuts to Village Green			170.00
BACs		E Read			Two cuts to Village Green + cut hedge
					round Green and take to tip			345.00
					TOTAL		                               £1,433.44




4. To note the bank reconciliation to the end of June 2024.
June Bank Reconciliation noted.
	ROOKLEY PARISH COUNCIL
	BANK RECONCILIATION
	 June 2024
	

	 
	Deposit £
	Current  £
	

	Balances as reported in Minute 214/24
	6040.79
	8910.55
	

	Interest on Deposit Account
	6.88
	 
	

	Clear Insurance payment re trees
	 
	275.00
	

	Gareth Hughes - Audit
	 
	-130.00
	

	E R Read - Grass + Hedge cutting
	 
	-212.50
	

	Ian Leah - IWALC Training fee
	 
	-39.22
	

	 
	 
	 
	

	TOTAL
	6047.67
	8803.83
	

	
	
	
	


Resolved the Clerk move more money on Deposit.					Action:  Clerk


227/24  PLANNING:
1.  Updates.
Cllr Willis confirmed the application for 2 Barwick Cottage, for a turn out area and retention of a garage (retrospective) had been refused.
He has also noticed since the original planning application for the access and barn/garage that was refused and the one that was eventually approved, the land has an additional fence dividing it into two sections between the barn/garage and access area from a green ‘parcel’ area which has an open fronted animal shelter shown. Neither the fence nor the animal shelter are mentioned anywhere in the application but only noticeable if you look closely at the site plan.
Cllrs believed it was up to the IWC to enforce planning issues.

2.  To agree comments on applications (for each application 5 minutes are allowed
 for applicant/objector etc. to comment): None.


228/24  DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  4th September 2024

The meeting closed at 8.55 pm










Signed:  ……………………………………                            Date: ………………………………
CLERKS REPORT JULY MEETING:
Laptop – thanks to Cllr Caws for the laptop, which is now set up with Microsoft 365 (see accounts) and has access to PC emails. 
Emails – Visited Island Webservices to enable access to PC emails – now set up. Went through those in inbox and responded/forwarded accordingly. Liam also kindly agreed that we could use the ‘rook’ as the PC logo. (Mileage). When attaching photos to emails, Clerk had problems with size of attachments – may need to look at another email provider. 
Lloyds – need to add herself to mandate and confirm which Cllrs are also on this – agenda item.  The Chairman did not feel it necessary for the PC to hold a Debit Card – Clerk to reclaim any PC expenditure.
PAYE – have sent P45 and starter form to BrightBrown Accountants, whom PC agreed to use for this for now.  Will ring through hours worked each month to them.
Timesheet – Clerk will prepare one each month, showing hours worked (which she will let BrightBrown and Cllrs have) and add any expenses, such as mileage, stationery, postage and Microsoft in a separate invoice and add to total to be paid by BACs. BrightBrown setting up an OpenSpace account which Clerk will register with to print off salary slip.

Matters Arising - to be correct, this should not be an agenda item, better to have individual items and reports.

Skate Park – made contact with John Cattle from Wight Trash – he has kindly installed another piece of kit which was not needed at Ventnor. 
Environment Officer reported an old electric radiator fly tipped on site. Chair kindly contacted John Cattle, who will arrange removal. ENO informed and thanked for raising.
AGAR – pleased to report all completed, sent off and displayed on PC noticeboard and website. Received acknowledgement from the External Auditor. Informed them of change of Clerk.

Environment Officer (ENO)- met with Jayne Lever on 19th June and walked the village with her. 
Skate Park, swings and basketball hoop – she inspects weekly and will report any issues. Clerk noted the sign states there is a public telephone next to the Village Green, and as this was no longer in position, the Chair agreed to tape over this information.
Litter – ENO picks this up whilst on her rounds and empties the skate park bins weekly. Village appeared very clean on day of visit.
Hillcrest Avenue – noted this has its own Association.
Dogs - ENO also would collect a stray dog (this a statutory service, not just for those Parish Councils paying in), if it had been found by someone, but would not if it was running around or dangerous – Police matter.
Fouling - saw no evidence of this (including Manor Crescent cut), Jayne agreed to monitor and look to display signs if it does become an issue.
The Green – ENO checks the seats, picnic table etc. each week.
Swapped direct phone numbers.

IWC Website – has updated her name and contact details for this website.
Planning – have made contact with the Planning Department and now receive weekly Press List and Decision notices.
Dog Bin Footpath 6 – Cllr Leah kindly checked this was still broken.  Have informed Island Roads and asked them to confirm whether included in the PFI Contract, if not, asked for a separate quote to supply/install.

Footway at Highwood Grove – written to Planners, IWC Legal Department, Island Roads and Captiva asked for an update on when the footway, which was part of the Planning Consent, would be installed. 



