


		
ROOKLEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD WEDNESDAY,  6th NOVEMBER 2024
AT 7.30 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL, HIGHWOOD LANE, ROOKLEY,
ISLE OF WIGHT PO38 3NN
	

PRESENT:	Chair Cllr C Willis
			Cllrs: E Wills, I Leah, Ian RigaudBarrett	
			Parish Clerk: S Woods
1 member of public for part of the meeting	            	
		
	
244/24	 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllrs M Jones and A Watts and Ward Cllr S Ellis


245/24	  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION:
  1. To receive any pecuniary or non-pecuniary interests:  none given.
2. To receive and consider any written requests for dispensation: none received.


246/24	  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING:
i) The Minutes of the meeting held on 4th September 2024 were approved and signed. 
ii) The Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd October 2024 were approved and signed.
	  

247/24	  TO RECEIVE REPORTS/INFORMATION FROM:	  
1. The Clerk: the Clerk’s report was noted, and will be attached to the Minutes, for information.

Email address: further to information received regarding gov.uk domains, it was noted that it is not mandatory, and Cllrs agreed that as the PC website is tied in with the RVA one, to not go ahead with any changes.

2. The Chairman: 
Best Kept Village Awards:  Attended the Awards evening, with his wife, who was presented with the P.R.I.D.E. award for “the dedicated voluntary services she provides in Rookley that greatly benefits the residents”. He collected the Gatcombe Medium Size Village Award on their behalf.
Village Green Policy:  The Chairman said he had yet to hear from Mr Faithful to discuss the plaque. Suggestion of plaques in the flower bed was discussed as an option.
He had taken photographs of all the items on the Green and would be drafting out a Policy, to be agreed at a future PC meeting.

3. Parish Councillors:
Cllr Leah – Neighbourhood Plan workshop:  Confirmed he had attended this workshop. Resolved this go on the December PC meeting agenda for discussion.
Southern Water presentation: Attended a Teams presentation and circulated a report on this. Southern Water had outlined plans to build a wastewater purification plant in Sandown, which will reclaim wastewater in times of drought and/or reduce rainfall as an alternative to SW extracting water from Hampshire’s chalk steams and other natural water courses. Completion of the work is not expected until the end of this decade. 

Cllr Wills – Been active looking at the proposed Godshill Primary School closure.
With regards to the IWC Environment Officer, she has informed the Clerk that she is happy to meet with her to go through her responsibilities.

4.  IWC Ward Councillor S Ellis:  not present.  She emailed to confirm that she is chasing 
the Highwood Grove Footway and circulated her comments on the proposal to close Godshill Primary School/school places consultation. 

248/24  TO FINALISE ARRANGEMENTS FOR CHRISTMAS LIGHT UP A LIFE EVENT:
The PC went through, and confirmed, the arrangements for the event to be held on Monday 9th December 2024 at 6.30 pm.

249/24  TO NOTE THE RESIGNATION OF CLLR TERRY CAWS AND THAT THE CLERK HAS COMMENCED THE PROCESS TO FILL THIS VACANCY:
Thanks were given to Terry Caws for his service on the Parish Council.

The Clerk had contacted the Electoral Services Officer and agreed the Vacancy notice. If ten government electors of Rookley give notice in writing, to the Proper Officer at the IWC, on or before 19th November 2024, that they wish an election to be held to fill the vacancy, there will be a by-election. If not, the vacancy can be filled by co-option.
Clerk will keep Cllrs updated.

250/24  TO DISCUSS AND FINALISE THE PARISH NEWSLETTER:
The PC discussed the format and content of the Christmas Newsletter. The Clerk was asked to send the final draft, once completed, to Beardsalls for printing in the form of an A5 booklet, with colour, (400 copies) together with the 100 Club form (200 copies/guillotined to A5). Photographs to be added.
The 100 Club was explained by Cllr Leah, who ran this.
Cllr RigaudBarrett agreed to deal with the bundle collating and distribution. 
Whilst finalising the Diary Dates, it was resolved there be no meeting in January 2025 and mention of this go in the Newsletter. 

251/24	  FINANCES:
1. To agree quotation from Island Roads to test the electrical lights on tree, switch on for Christmas and disconnect in the New Year of £164.06 plus VAT = £196.87
Resolved.
2. To note letter and information from Heartbeat asking if Parish Council will work with them in raising the charity’s profile and hosting exciting fundraisers?
Noted.
3. To note letter from Isle of Wight Council regarding the services offered by their Environmental Officer and decide whether to continue paying for this service at a cost £26.07 per hour.
Resolved PC continue, and pay for this service for 2025-26 and Clerk to inform.	Action: Clerk

4. To approve payments and note receipts.
The accounts for payment sheet had been circulated to Cllrs. Resolved payments be approved.
OCTOBER ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT						   £
15 BACs	Treecare IW Ltd		Tree works Village Green			480.00  
16 BACs	Sally Woods			Sept Salary £405.30 + ink cart		438.58
17 BACs	Ringway Island Roads Ltd     Install dog bin					176.90
				           Monthly total				       £ 1,095.48

NOVEMBER ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
18 BACs	ER Read			Grass cutting					170.00
19 BACs	Sally Woods			October Salary				405.30
20 BACs	Bright Brown			Quarterly Payroll			   	  94.68
21 BACs	ER Read			Cut hedge round Green £175
+ one grass cut £85				260.00
						Monthly Total			       £   929.98
								TOTAL 		       £2,025.46
[bookmark: _Hlk170814030]     
              5.  To note the bank reconciliation to the end of September and October 2024. 
Noted.

252/24  PLANNING:
1. Updates:
Southern Water:  Work to fell an Oak and an Ash tree and flail the hedge at the Water Treatment Works in Highwood Lane have been approved.
2. To agree comments on applications (for each application 5 minutes are allowed for applicant/objector etc. to comment):  
24/01400/FUL Beta Pak, Pritchetts Way, Rookley:  Proposed industrial unit (classes B2, B8 and E9(g) with parking area:
The Parish Council had no objections.


253/24  DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  4th December 2024

Future Agenda items:  
To discuss creating a Neighbourhood Plan for the Parish – December.
To Review Policy: Risk Management Schedule, Financial Regulations, Document Retention.
To adopt a Village Green Policy.


The meeting close at 9 pm.









Signed:  ……………………………………                            Date: ………………………………



CLERKS REPORT OCTOBER/NOVEMBER MEETING:
Village Green:
Trees – confirmed amount quoted for tree works with Treecare of £480, invoice received and paid – see Accounts for Payment.
Overgrown area – asked E Read to clear area behind the benches, of brambles and overgrown vegetation, once weather permits.  Clerk to ask him if this work is now completed.   Action:  Clerk

Dog Bin Footpath 6 – emailed signed acceptance for supply and installation of new dog bin. Chased 23.10.24. as not installed. Received apology from Island Roads saying they will chase – did originally say they had not got capacity to take on a new bin – explained it was a replacement, not new. Cllr Leah confirmed the bin had still not been installed – Clerk will chase again.			   Action:  Clerk
Paul Smith memorial plaque – emailed Mr Faithfull and explained PC would be agreeing a Policy for plaques and other items relating to the Green. Also gave him Chairman’s phone number (at Chairman’s request) to phone him at his convenience. 
Reach4Me – emailed and agreed quotation, and asked for works to reposition the lights on the Christmas tree, to be done during October. Cllr RigaudBarrett confirmed the work had been completed today. Mr Caws kindly mending one section and will replace.
Christmas – Cllr Jones confirmed the Guitar Group are available for the 9th December.  
Vicar – contacted Rev Izzard and he is available and booked in.
Island Roads – emailed and asked for quotation for checking electrics and switching lights on and off.  Agenda item.
Environment Officer – emailed to ask about her emptying litter bins. She reported the basketball hoop net was tatty – Cllr Leah kindly offered to remove this. Cllrs agreed. 
Clerk will speak to the Officer to confirm things, when the Officer is back from annual leave.
Letter outlining job role and costs for next financial year received – November agenda.

CO2 Pipeline – comment, agreed at last PC meeting, submitted. Later heard this is not going forward at this time.
Skate Park – Environment Officer recently reported ramp needed repair. John Cattle kindly agreed to see to this for the PC.  
Clerk’s Contract – drafted contract and sent this to Chair and Vice-Chair. After expenses discussed, contract printed and signed by the Chairman and Clerk.
PAYE – Bright Brown emailed to confirm there is some tax due this month, however as there is some credit on the account, the amount due is £25.40, which will be paid be Direct Debit to HMRC -  due January 2025.
Speeding – emailed Island Roads, as agreed at the September meeting. Response received which confirms:
1. The powered apps team will investigate the issue with the faulty speed sign. It was noted that the sign is now operational but the pixels on the light are not all working. Clerk to ask Island Roads to fix.										Action: Clerk
2. The request for a new sign at the northwestern end of the village has been added to
the Highway Safety and Improvement Register (HSI) so it can be considered for  future funding by the IWC.
3. Speed limit changes are also considered via the HSI Register.  However, the IWC are currently considering the results of an Island wide speed limit review that may lead to a revision of local policy. It is unlikely any speed limit change will be considered until this process has been completed. Should be noted that an extension of the 30 mph speed limit in this location would not fit with national guidance on setting local speed limits. 
Accounts for payment – the Clerk asked Cllrs if they were happy for her to pay regular invoices, such as Clerk’s salary, BrightBrown and E Read when they come in, or wait until the invoices have been agreed at a PC meeting?
Financial Regulations – Clerk will review these and bring them to a future meeting, when time allows. Notes the current regulations do not appear to have any provision for donation requests.
Highwood Grove footpath – Clerk chased this with IWC who came back saying they did not appear to have a legal matter open in relative to the planning permission, so were liaising with colleagues in the LPA to find out if further instructions are required. Clerk forwarded this on to the Ward Cllr who agreed to chase again.
Lloyds Bank – Cllr Wills and the Clerk visited the Newport Branch and completed another change of signatory form for the PC. They confirmed previous Clerk had been taken off the mandate, but the one before had not, so asked this be done, as well as adding the new Clerk. Although the form was completed by a member of Lloyds staff, it was not done correctly and sent back to Cllr Wills for an amendment to be done and signed by herself and Cllr Willis.  Clerk can report that she has received a text message and letter stating she has been added as a signatory and address for account now correct, although the phone number on the on-line system was not, Clerk has completed necessary form for this.
IWC – letter received informing the PC the Traffic Order for Pritchetts Way, Rookley had been confirmed. 
Godshill Primary School – submitted comment from the PC regarding the impact the proposed closure would have on the families living in Rookley Parish again. PC aware that a letter had previously been sent to parents of children who moved from Chillerton School, assuring them that if they went to Godshill, they would have no further disruption to their education.  Also said that PC fully support the alternative proposals put forward by Godshill Primary School Governing body.
Arreton and Rookley Educational Trust – emailed Arreton PC Clerk who confirmed they had been handed some historic papers by the widow of a former Trustee.  The Trust (South Arreton (Rookley) Educational Foundation) has been dormant since 2013. The Trust is now getting back on track with assistance from Arreton PC. New Trustees appointed and hopefully over the next few months it will be possible to distribute some of the funds in accordance with the Trust Deed.
Website – have amended the list of Parish Councillors to show there is a vacancy and also posted the Vacancy Notice.





